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Nye The typical tenant-occupied house in Pairbanks; Alaska rented for 
$132 per month in October 1959, The average owner-occupied home had a current 


_market value of $18,000. It was a single family, detached 4-room home built 


in 1950, with hot and cold running water, one bathroom, electric refrigeration 
and cooking, and central heating with oil as fuel. Typically, the tenant- 
occupied unit had no garage. The same was true of about half the owner- 
occupied houses. These are some of the results of a survey of housing charac- 


_ teristics in the Fairbanks, Alaska area by the U. S, Department of Labor's 


Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


~ Occupancy. ” 


Fully 55: percent of all occupied housing units in the ‘Fairbanks area 
were. tenant-occupied in October 1959. The remaining portion was occupied by 
the owners. Rental units within the central city were almost two-third of the 


= total housing there, while in the adjacent suburban area the proportions were 


reversed and almost two-thirds were owner-occupied. At the time of the survey, 
84 percent of all housing units were occupied. This occupancy rate held for 
both the central city and suburban areas. ee 
Structure 


Sixty percent of all housing in the area was in single-family units 


and about 25 percent in apartment structures of five or more units. More than 
p P 


90 percent of all owner-occupied housing and almost 40 percent of tenant- 
occupied units were single-family structures, Outside the central city, 
three-fourths of all housing units were single-family homes. This was true of 
only three-fifths of the housing within the central city. 


1/ This survey was the first step in a program for the construction of 


' semi-annual indexes of changes in consumer prices for the Fairbanks area and 


for the computation of differentials.in living costs between Fairbanks and 


‘Seattle, Washington. - The housing survey provided a sample of households for a 
comprehensive survey of family expenditures and living habits which was 


conducted in the spring and summer of 1960, The survey also obtained data 
relating to characteristics of occupied units with separate entrance and 
kitchen facilities, including type of structure, monthly rent for tenant- 
occupied units, estimated market value of owner-occupied units, and approximate 
income of occupants. In addition, such information as plumbing and bathroom 
facilities, type of refrigeration, heating facilities, cooking and heating fuel, 


- » and garage facilities were identified: for each occupied housing unit in the 


sample, 


2/ Im addition to the City of Pairbanks, the survey area covered adjacent 


urban . development. including the subdivisions and town of Lameta-Johnston, 


Graehl, Hamilton Acres, Island Homes, Bjerremark, Jones and Westgate. 


a 5 } y~ 
The average housing unit was’ a modest one Wein four rooms. About 
a quarter of the units had two rooms or léss and another quarter had five or 


more roomse But almost one-third of all the suburban housing units had five 
rooms or morec 


Age 


Almost one-half of the current housing in Fairbanks was constructed 
in the last decade with only six percent built béfore 1920. Almost one-third 
‘of the. units were constructed in the 190's. Although’ the suburban housing ‘on 
the average was of more recent vintage than that of the central city, there* ; 
was little variation in age between owner-occupied, and oe oS 


Facilities 


Since’ so many of the housing units were built. recently, -the great. 
majority of them had at least one private bathroom-and hot:and cold running 
water. Because of the climate in Alaska, heating arrangements are of major 
importance. A very large proportion of the houses had centrallysinstalted heat- 
ing equipment. Only 10 percent reported that stoves and other facilities pro- 
vided the principal source of heat. Less than one-half percent Had no eee 
equipment at all. The main heating fuel-was oil, although coal was -a:more | 
popular fuel in tenant-occupied units. The most ‘frequently used cooking fuel 
was : electricity. Ninety-six percent oe the homes: were pean with rec aas 
refrigeration. 


Incomes 


Two-thirds of the households reported average incomes above $6,000: 
and nearly one-half above $7,500. In the suburbs about three-fourths of all 
households had incomes above $6,000 and more than one-half above $7,500. The 
“average annual income for suburban households fell between $7,500 and $10, se 
while for households in the city proper it was bétween $4,000 and $7,500.- 
_expected, homeowners averaged higher incomes than renters. Two-thirds of soe 
‘owners had incomes above OTs 900 but only one-third of renters: hac incomes ge 
this amount, 3 


Rental and Current Market Value 


The: average monthly rent for tenant-occupied housing units in the 
Fairbanks area was $132. More than 80 percent of the renters. paid: over. $100 
per month, and one-fifth paid $160 and over. The average rental for suburban 
housing was slightly lower than for the central city. Similarly, the average 
estimated market value of owner-occupied single-family homesin the: central -¢ity 
was $18,800 with three-tenths of the homes valued at $25,000 or more. For. the 
suburban homes, the average was #16, 700, and ee one-fifth were: Fae aha 
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survey Procedure enh 0 a bg ine iat 


The housing suivant was designed tl cover. “the Bites and the area. Pecied 
_ the city which represents its housing market. To insure the proper inclusion .. 
of all kinds of housing in the area, all blocks were separated into strata by 
density ‘and were sampled ‘separately. The "dense" blocks, defined as. having at 


~ - 3- 


least one 10-unit apartment, the undeveloped (residential) Peer ee and the less 
dense blocks were identified by a special field team. 


A few characteristics on which information was obtained in the survey 
regarding housing units and blocks presented special problems of enumeration 
and interpretation. The income of each household was recorded only by its 
position within income ranges, e.g., $5,000-5,999, $6,000-7,499, etc. This 
technique tends to lead to understatement of income as compared with more 
detailed questioning concerning the exact amount of income. 


The percentages in this report are based on a sample of housing units. 
Therefore they may differ somewhat from mei gures that would have been obtained 
from a complete once 


In Redecion, the figures may include the effect of reporting errors 
which arise because of misinterpretation of instructions on the part of the 
interviewer, or because of misunderstanding of the question on the part of the 
respondent. The market value of each owner~occupied home was estimated by the 
respondent. ee cae has. shown that this type of estimation is subject to 
overstatement. 
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“TABLE. 7. --Vacancy. pee Occupancy ‘in ‘Housing nthe 
With Separate Entrance and Kitchen Facilities,..,. »- 


Fairbanks, Alaska Lhe 
_ October 1959. 


; Total. : Central : - Outside 


Ce ee es ) (citys eecentral.cityms 
(Percentage distribution) 
Total occupied units 100 100 100 
Tenant 2/ 55 62 36 
Owner 45 38 64 

Total occupied and 

vacant units + ¥L00 100 100 
Occupied 84 84 85 
Tenant 2/ 46 52 30 
Owner 38 32 55 
Unoccupied 16 16 15 





1/ In addition to the City of Fairbanks, the survey 
area covered adjacent urban development including the sub- 
divisions and town of Lameta-Johnston, Graehl, Hamilton 
Acres, Island Homes, Bjerremark, Jones and Westgate. 

2/ Rent-free units and units received in payment of 
services error meds are included with the tenant-occupied 
units. 
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TABLE II. Bere ira Characteristics of Housing, Units With Separate Entrance 
and Installed Kitchen Facilities by Location and Tenure 


Fairbanks, Alaska 1/ 
October 1959 





aoa —Secupied and vacant units Occupied units 
oe “Central ‘ Outside aig > Tenant Owner 
: Total : city : ae : Total : occupied > occupied 
: : ci : + netal. 
(Percentage distribution) 

Type of structure 100 = 100 1000) | 1000 Htmio0 100 
Single-family houses _64 _60 is} ~62 2 _38 “91 
Detached yf! 50 74 54 rar! 87 
Semi-detached 7 9 it 8 Eg 4 
Row (*) 1 (*) -(*) (*) (*) 
Multi-family homes _36 40 eee _38 62 a 
2-unit structures 5 4 10 ie: 6 2 
3-4 unit structures 7 7 6 7 ae 2 

5 or more units 24 oo 8 25 45 2 
Other units Oe © ies? MG [oo [O} 
Year built 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Before 1920 6 8 2 5 6 5 
1920-1939 14; 16 7 12 12a73 12 
1940-1949 z 31 33 26 31 30s 31 
1950-1954 36 35 39 39 43 34 
1955-1957 8 5 15 9 di 11 
1958 2 1 4 2 1 4 
1959 3 2 7 2 i 1 aiid esg 
Number of rooms ay 100 100 100 100 100'e> ..28:200 
1 room 10 13 6 11 17 =| 
2 rooms 17 18 14 17 2 ae 8 
3 rooms 22 24 i 22 20 15 
4 rooms 28 26 oye 28 23 a5 
5 rooms oP: 14 ty 1) 1h ey 6p? ag.3523 
6 rooms Pe 9 4 6 5 ee 3 
7 rooms or more 4 & 3 3 L 7 


Median number of rooms 4 rooms 3 rooms 4 rooms 4 rooms 3 rooms 4 rooms 


* Less than »5 percent. 
1/ See table I for description of area included. 
2/ Based on occupied units only. 
+ EABOR +S. F. 
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TABLE III.--Facility Characteristics of Occupied Housing Units _ 
With eae Entrance bees Installed Kitchen Facilities by Tenure 


Fairbanks, Alaska u/ 
‘October 1959 





eames Sopp enq oo /fenant-: “Owner 
eae Rites esac occupied : occupied 
| (Percentage distribution) 





Plumbing Petites gi PY ae 2 100-- 2 2007 


Hot and:cold running water | 93 95 90 
Cold running water only 3 ee eee, 
No running water : a 8G . 37 2a ie oe ae 
Bathroom facilities oe 100 "100°, UE 00 + 
"None . a) 4 "Pade: 
Shared batlicqon only a 5 (*) 
Less than 1 complete private 
bathroom 1 Ay oer oe 
1 private bathroom Cpe) he i ces 
More than 1 private bathroom 4 es 8 
Refrigeration 100 100 100 
Gas (*) CS) =) 
Electric 96 97 95 
Ice ea) (*) (SD 
None |: J a 4 3 ' Stictdiet 
Cooking fuel . 100 100 100 
Gas... x 29 ki 24 Rt 
Electric 65 71 58 
Other” 6 5 On RR 
Heating fuel 100 100 100 
Gas C*) () Oh. 
Coal, coke a i: ie 40: 49 28 a 
OL : a7 47 69 
Other | “ i 8 4 os 
None : ) . (*) (*) (*) 
‘Heating equipment ~ ; 100 100 100. 
Central ! 90 CHE “89 - 
Other installed 8 8 9 
Other not Ee 2 Teta Se We BP Es a 
‘None. ‘eM “i ae ) =(%) ~ “Geyser ~ (*) 
~~ Garage facilities 100 00 pes LOU: 
Carport and garage B2 sere mhS; €y 49 


None ee a 





* Less than .5 percent. 

-1/ See table I for description of area surveyed. 
LABOR - S, F. 
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TABLE IV.--Monthly Rent, and Estimated Current Market Value for Housing Units 
With Separate Entrance and Installed Kitchen Facilities by Location 


Fairbanks, Alaska 1/ 
October 1959 


Total : Central : Outside 
ik sti hc anna : area : city : central city 


(Percentage distribution) 


Monthly contract rent of 





tenant-occupied units 100 100 100 
Rent-free and concessions 3 2 7 
Less than $40 2 2 1 
$40 - $59.99 3 Z 6 

60 - 79.99 5 5 7 

80 - 99,99 6 6 6 
100 - 119.99 12 13 8 
120 - 139.99 16 i Us 23 
140 - 159,99 33 34 24 
160 and over 20 21 18 
Average monthly rent 2/ $132 $133 $128 

Estimated current market value 
of single-family owner- 
occupied units 100 100 100 
Less than $7,500 17 L7 16 
$7,500 - $12,499 18 17 20 
12,500 - 19,999 27 25 30 
20,000 - 24,999 12 12 13 
25,000 and over 26 29 oe 
Average value $18,000 $18,800 $16,700 
1/ See table I for description of area surveyed. 
2/ Excluding rent-free and concessions. 
LABOR - S.F. 
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